Physical Elevation of Hz Esa b Maryam AS to the 
Sky(ies) Narration (Hayat e Maseeh AS 


Abstract: 


From the last 116 years, the Qadiani Jamat, along with its self-proclaimed 
Messiah/Mahdi/Prophet Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani, have challenged the 
Muslims to present one single narration which has the words From the house (fil 
bait) and To the sky(ies) (Ila Samaa’). Boasting this propaganda, they reassure 
themselves that no narration as of thus is actually present, therefore confirming 
the fact that this is a false belief, and in turn, the Qadiani Jamat is actually on 
strong grounds to believe that Hazrat Esa bin Maryam AS fainted on the cross 
and traveled to Kashmir, Sirinagar,! where he died in the age of 125 years.” While 
many aspects of this narrative could be discussed upon and proved false, and at 
times mutually colliding and contradicting each other in the light of MGAQ’s 
writings, we are delighted to present the Jamat, as well as Mirza Sahib, with the 


exact narration they have asked upon. cpt - os 
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reproduce the descend with the word sky by themselves. The Jamat should notice 
the confidence that MGAQ boasts and too upon a lie, which will be explored 
herewith. This is his typical behavior which is both consistent and persistent 
when talking about Muslim literature, and fraudulently accusing the mentioned. 


Another matter worth our attention as a preface to presenting the actual narration 
is the matter of MGAQ and Hz Abdullah ibn Abbas RA. Hz Ibn Abbas RA is the 
main narrator of the narration at hand and MGAQ, along with his Jamat, has 
frequently used his narrations out of context to prove the death of Hz Esa AS. 
MGAQ writes in his book, Izala Auham Hissa Awwal: 


understanding) and he has been blessed with 
a prayer of RasulAllah in this regard.’ 


MGAQ is correct about this claim that Ibn 
Abbas RA was blessed with a du’a of 
RasulAllah *. Ibn Abbas reported: The 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be 
upon him, put his hand on my shoulder and 
he said, “O Allah, give him understanding in 
religion and teach him the interpretation of 
the Ouran.’ But little did he know that such 
a hadith exists and too narrated by Ibn Abbas 
RA. 


The final aspect in consideration before we 
move towards the actual narration(s) is to 
define the rule(s) of admission of a narration 
as authentic by MGAQ himself. This is in 
order to set and entrench the rules of 
authentication, and that too by MGAQ, so 
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Hz Ibn Abbas RA is one of the foremost scholars of the Qur’an (having it’s 
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that the Jamat might not be able to refute the authenticity of the narration(s). He 
states in his book, Tauhfa Gaularavia: 
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authentication of Imam 
Bukhari may not be 
admissible. ’”° 


As evident, the rules of 
authentication of any 
hadith, according to 
MGAQ, are to followed _, 437 if Lieut? bls, 
as set by Imam [ENE han 01] 
Muhammad ibn Ismail | HNL John BL 42 | 
Al Bukhari (d. 256 AH), the compiler of the compilation Jamia’ As Sahih, or 
more commonly known as Sahih Bukhari. Therefore, any hadith in line with the 
mentioned rules are to be granted admission. This is stated because all narrators 
of this narration are the narrators of both Bukhari and Muslim, as mentioned later. 


Subsequently, leaving no room for a refutation on the basis of authenticity of the 
hadith at hand. 


Therefore, having all these matters in our frame of reference we now move 
towards the actual narrations one by one, looking and inspecting them in 
thorough detail. 


The Narrations: 


As mentioned earlier, this narration is recorded in not one or two, but in multiple 
books of ahadith and exegeses of the Qur’an, recorded in the second century AH, 
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to the tenth century AH. The following are the names of these books that we will 
be presenting respectively: 


I. Tafseer Dur e Mansur (Allama Jallaludin Suyuti) 
II. Tafseer Ibn Katheer 
Ill. Tafseer Ibn Jarir Tabari 
IV. Tafseer Ibn Abi Hatim Raazi 
V.  Sunan Al Kubra (Imam Nasa’1) 
VI. Musannaf Li Ibn Abi Shai’ba 


I. Tafseer Dur e Mansur (Allama Jallaludin Suyuti): 


This exegesis of the Qur’an is by Allama Jallaludin Suyuti (d. 911 AH). Suyuti is 
regarded as a Mujadid_or a Reformer of the ninth century.’ He records: 


“Imam Abd bin Hameed, Imam Nussai, Imam Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Mardway have 
recorded from Ibn Abbas RA that when Allah intended to ascend Esa AS to the 
skies, he entered with his companions which were twelve in number, in a manner 
that drops of water were dropping from his hair. He questioned ‘Which of 
amongst you will disbelieve in me after that he has believed in me?’ Then he 
asked ‘Which amongst you will be made to look like myself and will be crucified 
in my place and will be killed and shall be amongst my rank in heaven?’ Then 
stood the youngest amongst them and said ‘Me’, but Esa AS replied to sit down. 
Then he asked thrice and was answered by the young man thrice and upon the 
third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is you’. Then the young man was made to 
look like Esa AS, and Esa AS was lifted from his house toward the skies.” ® 
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Il. Tafseer Ibn Katheer: 


This exegesis is by Imad ad-Din Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Qurashi al- 
Damishqi, known as Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), one of the most recognized and 
revered exegete. He brings in a chain of narration and adds value to the narration 
at question. He also records that it is authentic. It is to keep in mind that during 
the famous, or rather infamous, Munazra e Ludhiana, MGAQ himself presented 
this exegete as a source.'° He narrates: 
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“Narrated from Ibn Abi Hatim, from him Ahmed bin Sinan Al Wasti, from his Abu 
Muawiya, from Amish, from him Minhaal bin ‘Amr, from him Saeed ibn Jubair 
and from him Ibn Abbas RA that: when Allah intended to ascend Esa AS to the 

skies, he entered with his companions which were twelve in number, in a manner 

that drops of water were dropping from his hair. He questioned ‘Which of 
amongst you will disbelieve in me after that he has believed in me?’ Then he 
asked ‘Which amongst you will be made to look like myself and will be crucified 
in my place and will be killed and shall be amongst my rank in heaven?’ Then 
stood the youngest amongst them and said ‘Me’, but Esa AS replied to sit down. 
Then he asked thrice and was answered by the young man thrice and upon the 
third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is you’. Then the young man was made to 
look like Esa AS, and Esa AS was lifted from his house toward the skies.’ 
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Il. Tafseer Ibn Jarir Tabari: 


This exegesis is by Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Yazid, more commonly known as Al 
Tabari (d. 310 AH), need no introduction. He is a commonly known exegete and 


historian. He records: 


Narrated from Abu Sa’eb, from his Abu Muawiya, from Amish, from him 
Minhaal bin ‘Amr, from him Saeed ibn Jubair and from him Ibn Abbas RA that: 
when Allah intended to ascend Esa AS to the skies, he entered with his 
companions which were twelve in number, in a manner that drops of water were 
dropping from his hair. He questioned ‘Which of amongst you will disbelieve in 
me after that he has believed in me?’ Then he asked ‘Which amongst you will be 
made to look like myself and will be crucified in my place and will be killed and 
shall be amongst my rank in heaven?’ Then stood the youngest amongst them and 
said ‘Me’, but Esa AS replied to sit down. Then he asked thrice and was answered 
by the young man thrice and upon the third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is 
you’. Then the young man was made to look like Esa AS, and Esa AS was lifted 
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IV. Sunan Al Kubra (Imam Nasa’i): 


This collection of hadith is collected by Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb ibn ‘Ali ibn Sinan al- 
Nasa ‘i (d. 303 AH) hold the esteemed position of being one of the six collectors 
of the Sihah al Sita, or the six authentic books of hadith compiled. He is a 
towering figure in the realm of collection of hadith and is revered as thus. He 
narrates: 


“Narrated by Muhammad bin Al ‘Ala, from his Abu Muawiya, from Amish, from 
him Minhaal bin ‘Amr, from him Saeed ibn Jubair and from him Ibn Abbas RA 
that: when Allah intended to ascend Esa AS to the skies, he entered with his 
companions which were twelve in number, in a manner that drops of water were 
dropping from his hair. He questioned ‘Which of amongst you will disbelieve in 
me after that he has believed in me?’ Then he asked ‘Which amongst you will be 
made to look like myself and will be crucified in my place and will be killed and 
shall be amongst my rank in heaven?’ Then stood the youngest amongst them and 
said ‘Me’, but Esa AS replied to sit down. Then he asked thrice and was answered 
by the young man thrice and upon the third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is 
you’. Then the young man was made to look like Esa AS, and Esa AS was lifted 
from his house toward the skies.’’!* 
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V. Tafseer Ibn Abi Hatim Al Raazi: 


This exegesis is by Abu Muhammad Abderrahman ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 AH). 
Al-Imam, al-Hafidh, an-Naqid, Shaykh al-Islam. He is the son of the great Imam 
of Hadith, Abu Hatim ar-Razi (d. 277H). He succeeded him in the Hadith, the 
Jarh wa Tadil and the Figh. He is the major source for all succeeding exegeses. 
He records: 


“Narrated by Muhammad bin Al ‘Ala, from him Abu Muawiya, from Amoish, 
from him Minhaal bin ‘Amr, from him Saeed ibn Jubair and from him Ibn Abbas 
RA that: when Allah intended to ascend Esa AS to the skies, he entered with his 
companions which were twelve in number, in a manner that drops of water were 
dropping from his hair. He questioned ‘Which of amongst you will disbelieve in 
me after that he has believed in me?’ Then he asked ‘Which amongst you will be 
made to look like myself and will be crucified in my place and will be killed and 
shall be amongst my rank in heaven?’ Then stood the youngest amongst them and 
said ‘Me’, by Esa AS replied to sit down. Then he asked thrice and was answered 
by the young man thrice and upon the third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is 
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15 Tafseer ibn Abi Hatim, vol 04, Published Daar Al Jawzi 


VI. Musannaf Li Ibn Abi Shaybah: 


Ibn Abi Shaybah or Imam Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Shaybah or Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah 
ibn Muhammad Ibn Abi Shaybah Ibrahim ibn “Uthman al-‘Abassi al-Kufi was an 
early Muslim scholar of hadith. He authored a Musannaf work commonly known 
as Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah that is one of the earliest extant works in that 
genre.'© Alongside Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ali ibn al-Madini and Yahya ibn Ma’in, 
Ibn Abi Shaybah has been considered by many Muslim specialists in hadith to be 
one of the four most significant authors in the field.'’7 He was the author of large 
voluminous works such as Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, Al-Musnad and others. 
He heard from a large group of the scholars from the reliable and trustworthy 
Imams, such as Sufyan ibn 'Uyaynah, 'Abd Allah ibn Al-Mubarak and ‘Abd al- 
Rahman ibn Mahdi. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal and his son, 'Abd Allah, reported 
on his authority and he is from the shuyukh (teachers) of the famous Imams: Al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah. Abu 'Ubayd Al-Qasim ibn Salam 
said: "The leading scholars of Hadith are four: The most knowledgeable of them 
of the Halal and the Haram (Lawful and Unlawful) is Ahmad ibn Hanbal. The 
best at listing hadeeth and placing them in the right context is Ali ibn al-Madini. 
The best at writing a book is Ibn Abi Shaybah. And the most knowledgeable of 
which hadith are authentic and which are weak is Yahya ibn Ma'in." He added 
that: "(Knowledge of) the Hadeeth ultimately goes back to four (people): to Abu 
Bakr Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Ma'in and ‘Ali ibn al- 
Madini. So Abu Bakr (Ibn Abi Shaybah) is the best among them at presenting it 
(i.e. the hadith). Ahmad is the one with the most Figh (understanding) of it among 
them. Yahya is best among them at gathering and collecting it. And 'Ali is the 


16 Islamic Law in Theory: Studies on Jurisprudence in Honor of Bernard Weiss, pg. 68. Eds. Kevin Reinhart and 
Robert Gleave. Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2014. ISBN 9789004265196 

17 Ibn al-Jawzi, The Life of lon Hanbal, pg. 45. Trns. Michael Cooperson. New York: New York University Press, 
2016. ISBN 9781479805303 


most knowledgeable amongst them of it." Al-'Ijli said: "He is reliable (thiqqah) 
and a Hafiz." Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi said: "He was precise in his narration 
(mutqin), memorized many ahadith (hafiz), and produced many works (mukthir). 
He wrote the books Al-Musnad, Al-Ahkam, and At-Tafsir." Al-Hafiz Al-Dhahabi 
described him as: "The Grand and unique Hafiz, and the one who is reliable (in 
narration)." He died at the age of 76 (d. 235 AH).'® He records: 


“Narrated from him Abu Muawiya, from Amish, from him Minhaal bin ‘Amr, from 


him Saeed ibn Jubair and from him Ibn Abbas RA that: when Allah intended to 

ascend Esa AS to the skies, he entered with his companions which were twelve in 
number, in a manner that drops of water were dropping from his hair. He 
questioned ‘Which of amongst you will disbelieve in me after that he has believed 
in me?’ Then he asked ‘Which amongst you will be made to look like myself and 
will be crucified in my place and will be killed and shall be amongst my rank in 
heaven?’ Then stood the youngest amongst them and said ‘Me’, but Esa AS 

replied to sit down. Then he asked thrice and was answered by the young man 
thrice and upon the third time, Esa AS replied ‘Indeed it is you’. Then the young 
man was made to look like Esa AS, and Esa AS was lifted from his house toward 
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Bonus Reference from Shia Source: 


A bonus reference from the famous Tafseer e Burhan of the Shia Muslims by 
Allama Bahrani is shared with translation ibid.”° 
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The Narrators of this Hadith: 


All of these are narrators of both Bukhari and Muslim, as 
requested by MGAQ. 
(1) Ahmad bin Sinan Al Wasti 
(i1) Muhmmad bin Al ‘Ala 
(111) Abu Muawiya Muhammad bin Khazm 
(iv) Suleman bin Mahran Al Amish 
(v) Minhaal bin ‘Amr 
(vi) Saeed bin Jubayr 
“\ Ahmad bin 
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Yes 


(ii) Muhammad bin Al ‘Ala: 
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(iii) Abu Muawiya Muhammad bin Khazm: 


59) ani 38730 


5 ged aul Ag glns gl 


95s og tral agai! aver 
Al) all. CagiSall . eh) 


81 ss) ~~ 


37844 ss) aL 


eS gl 


si) a 


(iv) Suleman bin Mahran Al Amish: 


Ja 
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(v) Mihaal bin ‘Amr: 
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(vi) Saeed ibn Jubayr: 


Ja alas of jee Ort gl) al 17243 ss aL 

A gSt. call glle aus! cual! ae yas eda Bygciianl aS gis ait ae gi ssh) 
alsy! bisa! elie al oy! at ous) wine si! 

3 Fre as ag 45h { jac | bal} 

49 55) we 95 shall Ain 46 Blast Ana 

buy aie git ab AS. 45 gS) aay! 

lal) ae 9 2k 5 al) ae we AY) cla = as) Au) a 

spl pclae 4 sas Adi iclst liga 


ee ee . = " - a - . = = = = a = = . = " an = a . ~ 1 


Conclusion: 


So as mentioned, many doubts casted by the Qadiani Jamat are negated and 
graved by this one hadith. Number one, Hz Esa AS was lifted to the sky. Number 
two, the person crucified was not Hz Esa AS, but as mentioned, one of his 
companions. Therefore, the narrative entailing Hz Esa’s AS crucifixion to the 
story of his arrival at Kashmir, for whatever reason might be, is false, concocted 
and not to be proven by any single authentic tradition, both at Shias and Sunnis. 
Furthermore, all the lies concocted on Ibn Abbas RA by false interpretation of 
traditions are repelled. Any lies slapped on this person from henceforth are to be 
proved in the light of this detailed narration at hand. It is requested with a kind 
heart, that the members of the Jamat ponder upon this argument. 
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21 And we are not responsible except for clear notification." (Ya-Sin [36] : 17) 


